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‘Striving for life in all its fullness’ John 10:10
Promoting Early Reading – Parent Information and Support


At Archbishop Cranmer, we believe every child deserves to become a confident, fluent reader who enjoys reading for pleasure and purpose. Reading is central to the curriculum and underpins all learning. We work in partnership with parents to foster a lifelong love of reading.

How We Support Reading at School
We provide a text-rich environment where children encounter and are exposed to a variety of texts – from classroom labels and displays to storybooks and non-fiction materials. We also:
· Follow a structured phonics programme (Bug Club Phonics) to teach early reading systematically.
· Offer a broad and balanced reading curriculum that introduces children to a range of authors, genres and cultures.
· Regularly assess phonics and reading progress to ensure children are supported and challenged appropriately.

Supporting Your Child at Home
From your child’s very first days at school, you will be asked to support reading at home. Here’s how:
· Book Bag: Your child will need a Book Bag so that books can be taken to share at home (information shared at the New Entrants’ Meeting) so that.
· Reading Book & Diary: A reading book and diary will be sent home within the first half term. Please write a brief comment when you’ve read with your child – this helps us track progress and change books regularly.
· Book Changing: We aim to change books at least weekly. Comments in your child’s reading diary will help us to know what and when to change them.

Top Tips for Reading at Home
· Little and Often: Aim for 5–10 minutes daily – this is more effective than one long weekly session.
· Create a Routine: Choose a quiet, relaxed time where your child can concentrate.
· Get Everyone Involved: Grandparents and older siblings can make wonderful reading partners.
· Be a Role Model: Read new books aloud first, so your child becomes familiar with the story and can join in. Put your finger on the page as you read to develop your child’s awareness of text carrying meaning. Develop a ‘reading vocabulary’, referring to pages, beginning, top, bottom and end of books.
· Keep It Positive: Focus on enjoyment, not perfection. It’s okay if your child substitutes a word that doesn’t change the meaning.
· Support Gently: Prompt tricky words to keep the flow going. Don’t test on isolated words early on – support with pictures and context. Use the helpful first and last pages of the books to support with tips and questions to ask.
· Sight Words & Games: If we send home high-frequency word sets, use fun games like snap or matching pairs to practise them.
· Make it Fun: Keep sessions short and enjoyable – praise effort and celebrate progress!
· Enjoy Reading Together: Reading stories to your child also enables them to access texts that they do not have the skills to read themselves yet. It is also a good idea to share different books and stories and start to talk about the illustrations and text together. Try asking your child to retell stories in their own words to begin to explore sequencing and recall skills. Why not visit the local Library to supplement your child’s book collection?


Reading Progression
In the early stages, your child may bring home books with no words or simple captions. These are designed to build storytelling confidence, comprehension, and expression using pictures.

As they progress, your child will begin to decode text using phonics knowledge, developing fluency, understanding, and vocabulary along the way. They will gradually move from decodable books to fully independent reading as they progress through Key Stage 1.

Need Help or Have Questions?
Please don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher. We're here to help and want reading to be a joyful, shared experience between home and school.

Further information about our reading curriculum is available in the school’s website. We will also hold an Early Reading and Phonics Information Meeting in September to explore this in further detail.
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